
Minutes

WALCE Technical Committee

Tuesday, June 15, 2010
Conference Room #2
Portage County Annex Building, Stevens Point, WI

TC Members Present:  Bob Micheel, Derek Kavanaugh, Matt Hanewall, Paul Sebo, Paul Fredrick, Paul Klose, Brian Goepfert, Dan O’Connell and Ben Dufford
1. Call the Meeting to Order:  Bob called the meeting to order at 9:40am.

2. Review and Approve Minutes of the March 16, 2010 WALCE TC Meeting:  The March meeting minutes were approved by all.
3. Old Business and/or New Topics to Add to the Agenda:  Two new items were added to the agenda.  First, we added the topic of Autocad accessibility and the potential for sharing licenses and software with other agencies (Geopfert).  Second, we added the topic of DNR permitting, particularly as it relates to streambanks in the central and northern regions (Kavanaugh).
4. WALCE Fall Tour – Eastern Area Ideas (Kavanaugh):  The committee discussed a variety of options for the fall tour.  Ideas included:  wind farms, CAFOs, green roofs, sustainable living farms, and stormwater projects.  A majority felt that we should pursue a sustainable living example (i.e. Will Allen Farm).  Sebo mentioned that we could also visit a green roof and Milwaukee’s deep tunnel stormwater conveyance system.  The committee agreed.  Sebo and Kavanaugh will work on setting up an agenda for early October that incorporates all three of these items.
5. LIDAR Committee Approval/Status (Kavanaugh):  Derek informed the committee that the WALCE Board has approved developing a LIDAR Committee.  The LIDAR committee will report to the Technical Committee. Derek will add Jeremy Freund (Outagamie County) to the WALCE website as a technical representative on LIDAR issues.  Lastly, meeting minutes from the LIDAR Committee will be linked to the WALCE website.
6. Conservation Planning Tools Committee Update (Sebo):  Paul mentioned that the committee is looking into the possibility of using Toolkit as a template software package for counties.  NRCS has suggested that Toolkit could work as a stand-alone database that should be able to be customized to individual county needs.  The Conservation Planning Tools Committee have had only one meeting thus far and will continue to explore options on providing a conservation planning tool.
7. Feed Storage Runoff Update (Klose):  Paul indicated that a committee has yet to be established for the review of the 629 standard and that no meetings have been scheduled.
8. Concrete Specification 4 Update:  There was general discussion about water / cement ratios and how these may be decreasing (less water allowed).  There was also discussion on the increased use of water stop and where this may apply.
9. Manure Transfer/Storage Standards Update (Goepfert/Sebo):  
Manure Transfer (Goepfert):  Brian highlighted several changes that have occurred to the manure transfer standard.  Changes include:  A new section that requires the contractor or manufacturer to pressure test transfer pipes prior to use.  Further, the new standard will more closely define the size of reception pits.  “Large” reception pits will be regulated differently than “small” reception pits.  Lastly, there may be new protocol for “temporary” piping or transfer of wastes.  The standard is being sent back out for broad review.
Manure Storage (Sebo):  Paul reviewed the changes that have been made to the first portion (through table 2) of the manure storage standard.  Major changes to date include:  Reducing the allowable size and capacity of “in-place” clay structures.  This would apply to all sites, unless soil cores have been collected across the entire project area that show “suitable” soil is present for a larger structure.  Another change will update the table used to help site manure stacks.  Lastly, it is Paul’s opinion that the new standard has incorporated more ordinance type language.  For example, the new standard has a construction inspection section that includes a requirement for a pre-construction meeting.  Paul said that an initial review (to be sent to a limited group) of this first section (through table 2) will come out within the next several weeks.
10. NR151 Revision Status:  No one had any new information to provide on the 151 revision.
11. NRCS Autocad Sharing and Accessibility (Geopfert):  Brian asked the committee whether other counties are sharing Autocad software or licenses with NRCS.  Discussion followed and the consensus was that some counties are sharing both software and licenses with NRCS.  It was recommended that Brian contact Paul Gunderson (NRCS AutoCad Committee) to get an update on this issue.
12. DNR Streambank Permitting (Kavanaugh):  Derek mentioned that DNR water regulation permits in the northern and central regions are all being issued as individual permits.  He went on to say that some of the more simple stabilization work (i.e. biologs, willow plantings) could be installed more efficiently and at a lower cost if they were covered under a general permit.  Derek has been in contact with the DNR in regards to this issue.  The DNR has stated that the rule must be opened in order to make changes to the permitting process.  Derek will continue to consult other counties on this topic and may develop a position paper to pursue changing this rule if he is able to garner enough support.
13. Presentation:  Lake Superior Fish Habitat / Fish Passage Program in Northern WI (Dufford):  Ben presented to the committee on the installation of coarse woody shoreline habitat (fish sticks) in northern WI.  Ben explained the construction process, cabling system, and costs involved with these practices.  Lastly, Ben mentioned that cost share money has been provided through various sources and that these projects not only have been successful in restoring shoreline habitat, but have also been extremely popular with landowners.
The meeting adjourned at 12:15pm.

Submitted by Matt Hanewall

