MINUTES

WALCE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2011
CONFERENCE ROOM 5, 
PORTAGE COUNTY ANNEX, STEVENS POINT, WI

TC Members Present:  Bob Micheel, Dan O’Connell, Matt Hanewall, Paul Fredrich, Derek Kavanaugh, Brian Goepfert, Paul Sebo, Paul Klose 
Others Present:  Al Brandt (Lafayette County) and Mike Dreischmeier (NRCS Southwest Area Ag Engineer).  Pat Murphy (NRCS) and Duke Welter (Trout Unlimited) joined the TC at 1:15 p.m.   

1.   Call Meeting to Order

Bob opened the meeting at 10:05 a.m.  

2.   Review and Approve Minutes of the December 14, 2010 WALCE TC Meeting
Consensus to approve minutes as presented.
3.   Old Business and/or New Topics to Add to the Agenda
Under agenda item #8, discuss private engineers.
4.   WALCE Conference Review 
Attendees liked the diversity and there were good sessions with different topics since many of our offices are combined offices.  Session balance was mentioned and the need to look at common sessions for critter ones.  There were questions regarding having tours during the conference.   
5.
WALCE/WLWCA Ad-Hoc Committee Update - Dan
Dan provided an update on the ad-hoc committee.  A proposal is being brought back to each board. 
6.
WALCE Fall Tour – SW Wisconsin
Al Brandt discussed Discovery Farms, other ag options, and mining issues as possibilities in Lafayette County.  Bob mentioned stream bank work on the Pecatonica River.  .  Tour stops usually take place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The first week in October is preferred.  After discussion, it was decided to narrow the focus to two topics - a mining site and an ag site.  Al will put together a draft agenda for the TC.  
7.   Design Tools – Rep?
Paul S. contacted Ryan Glassmaker.  Ryan will get back to Paul if he can be a representative.
8.
 313 Update – Paul S.
They would like to have the update out for broad review by June.  National and State differences were discussed, especially regarding the pond standard and pit size.  Mike commented on NRCS and DNR issues.  The TC also discussed different criteria, especially Table 5.  Bob mentioned private engineers and training requirements.  How do we all get on the same page?
9.
634 Update - Goepfert
The next meeting is March 17.  They hope to wrap up the evaluation of the broad review.  There were drastic changes which will be referred back to a select group.  Brian will forward to the TC.  Major changes were discussed – pipes, ASTM, companion document, construction specs.
10.
629 Update – Klose
Only want to deal with feed leachate.  Now combine DNR draft and current 629 so as to not put too many restrictions on until they figure out what is coming off them or what is going on with the different situations.  A meeting is scheduled for next week.  They hope to send out to a select group.  There are a lot of questions.  What needs to be collected and how much?  There was discussion on monitoring.
11.
Sub-Committee Updates:  CAD, Design Tools, Wildlife, Forestry, Etc.
Bob stated the State Technical Committee is scheduled to meet March 17.  CRP rental rates are up.
12.
Challenges in 2011:  Farm Bill, Budgets, Climate Change, Etc.
Bob started discussion on rain amounts, frequency, volume, and construction issues, especially for establishing them.  Mike commented on scientific research from NOAA and updating the 24 hour storm events.  However, the 24 hour storm event is not the issue.
The TC recessed for lunch and reconvened at 1:15 p.m.  Pat Murphy, NRCS, and Duke Welter, Trout Unlimited joined the TC.

13.
Endangered Resources – What Are the Implications in Conservation Work?
· County examples – NRCS/LCD/TU projects (BMPs/location) with endangered resource hits
· The endangered resource process

· Funding time lines

· Options?

· Format action plan and set next meeting date?

Counties have brought issues to WALCE.  Is there help WALCE may give when dealing with endangered resources, especially with the cricket frog?  An example from Grant County was handed out and Al gave some examples in Lafayette County.  Issues relate to stream projects and getting permits.  There are time issues with the total process.  Mike discussed projects in the South West area he worked on and different options in the process.  He briefly explained the Incidental Taking Permit.  If there is a hit, the site and area must be cleared or checked for any endangered resources - one mile for terrestrial, and two miles and the water body for aquatic.  It is a protocol, not a department issue for each endangered species, especially when they overlap.    Pat Murphy discussed gathering data from individual permits to come with options when dealing with each endangered species on any site.  NRCS has staff working with the DNR on this.  
There was discussion regarding what the TC can do:  1) get staff to do clearing and inspections, but college degrees and training are an issue; 2) get the word out that LCDs and NRCS are working with this and have been through it; 3) Help work on general authorization for a taking – example, grasslands.  Can the TC send something to Erin ?? on this and have WALCE ask DATCP to find someone (Ursula Peterson) to do reviews?  WALCE is aware and does similar work.  Counties need to have help developing strategies to address this issue.  Counties should be informed that if this issue arises, they should contact their District Conservationist or Area Conservationist first, then Brittany ?? or Pat before contacting Rory at the DNR or others.  Motion by Dan, second by Paul S. to have Bob write a letter to Erin.  Motion carried by voice vote.   
14.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 3:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Dan O’Connell
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