MINUTES

WALCE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2010
CONFERENCE ROOM 5, 
PORTAGE COUNTY ANNEX, STEVENS POINT, WI

TC Members Present:  Bob Micheel, Dan O’Connell, Matt Hanewall, Paul Fredrich, Derek Kavanaugh, Brian Goepfert, Paul Sebo
Others Present:  None 
1.   Call Meeting to Order

Bob opened the meeting at 9:45 a.m.  

2.   Review and Approve Minutes of the August 24, 2010 WALCE TC Meeting
Consensus to approve minutes as presented.
3.   Old Business and/or New Topics to Add to the Agenda
Design Tools, Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame (WCHOF), Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), State Technical Committee Updates (See agenda item #8)
4.   WALCE Fall Tour – Review – Paul S/ Derek 
Paul and Derek reported attendance was down, with 20 attendees.   The tour was good.  It was a full day with interesting topics.  The southwestern area is preferred for next year’s tour.  Contacts will be made with people in that area during the annual conference.  Derek will look at the traffic on the tour link on the website.
5.
313 Update – Paul S
Paul S. reported he missed the last meeting.  Groundwater is still the issue.  They are struggling bad with Highest Potential Free Water Surface (HPFWS).  They have not yet discussed the many other comments.  It is possible the committee will disband over the water issue.
6.
634 Update – Brian G
Brian reported this group is close to being done.  The latest version will be released for comment just after the new year.  There are two issues that the 313 group had to resolve for them.  Groundwater is one, so he is not sure where this will go.
7.   Standard 629 Committee – Paul K
Paul K. was not in attendance and did not send an update.  There has been one meeting.  Paul F. said they have the a lot of issues and are progressing in the same manner as the 313 group.
8.
 Sub-committee Updates:  CAD, Design Tools, Wildlife, Forestry, etc.
Design Tools – The committee had not met for two years, but just had a meeting.  Engineer Tools was discussed.  It is similar to AutoCAD without the license.  Basic designs can be done, but must be done on an NRCS computer.  The Appleton Tech Center drawings are being modified to be distributed statewide.  The next meeting is in January.  Paul S. is looking for a replacement.  Dave Nashold is also on the committee.  Are two people necessary, or is one enough?  Paul S. will canvas the eastern area for a representative.

CAD – Derek talked with Paul Gunderson.  The group is looking at going to the 2010 version.  There was discussion on licensing and/or the number of seats. 
CRP – Discussion took place about the loss of CRP grounds.  A survey of landowners leaving CRP is being done.  However, FSA feels the State is stabilizing.  Dates for Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP) eligibility changed during 2002-2007.  Rental rates went up, but are still not close to commodity prices.

WCHOF – An update was given on nominees.

State Technical Committee – Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP) and EQIP signups were discussed and how much money is available since the last meeting.  NRCS has new leadership.  There was discussion regarding the funding of just nutrient management plans, not just Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plans (CNMP).  There was discussion on the Working Lands Initiative (WLI) and whether counties are seeing dropouts because landowners are being forced to have nutrient management plans.
9.
WALCE Conference – Moderators/Assistance/Tech Support
TC members were asked to look over the conference agenda and sign up to moderate sessions or provide technical support.  Bob will send out an email to the entire TC this week.
10.
WALCE/WLWCA Ad-Hoc Committee Update – Dan
The reasons for a possible merger were discussed.  Members of the ad hoc committee were listed.  The agenda for the first meeting, conducted via telephone, included choosing a moderator, setting a budget, electing a chair, setting goals, and setting meeting schedule.
11.
Siting Rule Update
Bob reported no one from the TC attended the meeting.  Kurt Calkins attended, but not much happened.
12.
TC Chair Interest?
Bob said he believes it would be good to have a new chair.  There was discussion on getting more technicians involved and having area representatives solicit for new TC members.  The TC talked about having meetings via telephone.  Paul S. and Ben Dufford are now county conservationists, but would like to remain on the TC.  A statewide announcement will go out to recruit new members.  
13.
Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 11:30.  
Respectfully submitted by Dan O’Connell
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