WALCE PROFESSIONAL IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE (PIC)
2010 REPORT

Patty Benedict, PIC Chair
WALCE Scholarships:
During the April 1, 2010 – March 31, 2011 budget cycle, the following WALCE members received or have been approved to receive scholarships:

Tamara Wittmer, St. Croix County – TMDL
Eric Johnson, Lincoln County – Civil 3D Training

William Kolodziej, Marathon County – Sustainable Outwintering (Grazing)

Jeremy Freund, Outagamie County – Minnesota Water Resources Conference

Benjamin Wojahn, Vernon County – Organic Farming Conference

Julie Lindstrom, Buffalo County – Introduction to Precision Farming

Serge Koenig, Sauk County – 19th Annual Grazing Conference
Scholarship funds requested - $2,625.00.  (The actual amount expended will not be available until scholarship recipients have submitted reimbursement requests.)
SITCOM:
Patty Benedict represents the PIC on this committee.  Lanice Szomi, Pri-Ru-Ta RC&D, is coordinator for SITCOM.  The 2010 SITCOM report is posted on the WALCE website.  
2010 PIC Meeting Summary:
2010 was a year of transition for the PIC.  Cyndi Eggers, PIC Chair since 2009, resigned from her position at the Iowa County LCD.  Patty Benedict (Portage County LCD), PIC Vice Chair, took over the Chair duties at the end of September.  Ed Hernandez resigned as the WALCE Treasurer in November, and Carla Masten, Outagamie County, accepted the Treasurer position, which includes being the WALCE Board’s liaison to the PIC.  Others leaving the PIC were long time members Marie Graupner, Langlade County, and Mary Fagan, Juneau County.  Thank you Cyndi, Ed, Marie, and Mary for your past contributions, and welcome to Carla.  
The majority of time spent at PIC meetings is dedicated to organizing the WALCE Annual Professional Improvement Conference.  Many thanks to the PIC members and advisors, as well as the Technical Committee for their input.  Reviews of the 2010 Conference in LaCrosse were positive.  We look forward to a successful 2011 conference in Wisconsin Rapids.  
The PIC made some changes/clarifications to the Scholarship guidelines.  Scholarship recipients’ reports must include a brief description for each session attended at the training event.  The report must be submitted to the PIC Chair within 30 calendar days of the event.  The scholarship application will be updated to include the applicant’s supervisor’s signature (when applicable).
Current PIC Members and Advisors:
Western Area -  Peter Jopke, Dane County; Al Brandt, Lafayette County; Rod Engh, Vernon County
Eastern Area – Dale Konkol, Door County; Geoff Schramm, Ozaukee County

Central Area – Kelly McGinnis, Columbia County; Patty Benedict (Chair), Portage County

Northern Area -  Mary Jo Gingras, Iron County; Greg Cleereman, Marinette County

WALCE Board Liaison – Carla Masten (WALCE Treasurer), Outagamie County

Technical Committee Representative:  Dan O’Connell, Portage County

Advisors – Keith Marquardt, Winnebago County; Rod Webb, Pierce County; Patrick Murphy, NRCS; Chris Schlutt, WLWCA; Terry Lohr, DNR; John Exo, UWEX; Dennis Presser, DATCP
Please contact one of the above members if you are interested in joining the PIC!

2012 WALCE Professional Improvement Conference:
Join us at The Plaza Hotel & Suites Conference Center, Eau Claire, February 29, March 1 and 2.
