DNR 2008 Report
Nutrient Management Specialist

Andrew Craig was hired by the DNR as a nutrient management specialist. Andrew, who did similar work in Washington State, is focusing on streamlining nutrient plan review and improving plan implementation. Andrew has been traveling around the state working with DNR regional staff.

Information and Education
The Agricultural Performance Standards I & E Committee hosted a compliance field demo on Sept. 25.  Teams of staff from five counties, University of Wisconsin – Extension, DNR, NRCS and DATCP conducted compliance determinations on two farms.  Evaluation of the event were favorable; suggestions were provided for similar events in other areas of the state. It will be the topic of a WALCE conference breakout session on Thurs., Feb. 19. 

Wisconsin Stream Monitoring Awards 
Wisconsinites from Riveredge Nature Center in Newburg, Central Wisconsin Trout Unlimited, South Fork Flambeau River Watershed Association, and Galesville-Ettrick-Trempealeau High School were recognized for their outstanding efforts to help monitor and improve the health of Wisconsin’s streams and build the ranks of volunteers committed to the cause. The DNR  and UW-Extension present Stream Monitoring Awards to recognize people for their exemplary work leading to increased participation in stream monitoring, collecting stream data, and sharing their knowledge of stream monitoring. Awards were presented at the statewide Volunteer Stream Monitoring Symposium at UW-Stevens Point on Jan. 24, 2009.

CAFO Permits
Requests for CAFO permits have accelerated both in scope and number (e.g. Rosendale Dairy). To better coordinate the permit process, DNR created a permit tracking database and staff are planning (with UWEX, DATCP and other partners) future permit workshops based on those held in 2008. More information is available at http://dnr.wi.gov/runoff/ag/permits.htm  

Annual Report
The DNR/DATCP 2007 Land and Water Conservation Annual Progress Report (see DATCP report for download link) was presented to the Land and Water Conservation Board Feb. 3. Copies have been sent to counties, legislators who had success stories in their districts, members of the joint finance committee, chairs of agricultural, environmental and natural resources committees in both the Senate and the Assembly, UWEX basin educators, environmental and conservation partners and agency staff and boards. For additional copies, contact Carol Holden, carol.holden@wisconsin.gov, (608) 266-0140.

Rule Changes / Updates 
Revisions to NR 151 (performance standards), 153 (TRM grants) and 155 (Urban NPS grants) are undergoing internal DNR legal review and language changes. DNR expects to go to the April or May Natural Resources Board for a request to hold public hearings. 

Budget Update
On January 6, 2009, the Department of Administration (DOA) notified state agency heads that the state will need to reduce appropriations, including those for state operations and grant programs to close a projected deficit of $386‑million for this fiscal year.  As part of a plan to save about $25-million, a range of agency grant programs including Urban Storm Water grants and TRM grants are being targeted as potential sources of funds. Reductions in these programs could range from “10 percent of the appropriation to the entire remaining unallocated amount.” 

These reductions may affect CY 2009 TRM projects for which the DNR issued letters to applicants on September 23rd indicating its intent to begin developing grant documents. The reductions may also affect the CY 2009 Urban Storm Water Construction projects for which the DNR issued similar letters on November 10th, and Urban Storm Water Planning projects with letters issued September 23rd. As a result, these TRM and Urban Storm Water grant documents will not be written until the budget cuts are known. Since the only reimbursements that the DNR can make are those authorized by a signed grant document, potential grantees will have to await the final grant award to see what will be covered.

We regret this uncertainty, and will let you know as soon as possible the status of your pending grant award.

Targeted Runoff Management (TRM) Program

TRM grants are competitive cost-share awards to support small-scale, 2-year projects sponsored by local governmental units.  Projects may be either urban or rural in nature.  Under this grant program, the DNR reimburses 70% of actual installation costs up to a maximum award of $150,000.  Project selection is based on geographical water quality priorities, local support for the project, ability of the project to control nonpoint pollution, and other factors.  Municipalities required to obtain a storm water permit under Chapter NR 216, Wis. Adm. Code, are not eligible for TRM grants.  Livestock operations required to obtain a storm water permit under NR 243 are also not eligible for TRM grants.

Urban Nonpoint Source and Storm Water Management (UNPS) Program

UNPS grants are competitive cost-share awards to support small-scale, 2-year projects sponsored by local governmental units in urban areas.  All municipalities -- including those needing storm water permits under NR 216, Wis. Adm. Code -- are eligible to apply under this program.  UNPS grants are available in two categories:  planning and construction.

Eligible construction projects are site-specific, serve areas generally smaller in size than a subwatershed, and are targeted to address high-priority nonpoint source pollution problems. Under this grant program, the DNR reimburses 50% of the actual construction cost up to a maximum award is $150,000. In addition, the department may award up to an additional $50,000 for land acquisition that may be necessary to site an urban best management practice.

DNR and DATCP jointly funded 7 NOD projects in CY 2008. All farms received either a Notice of Discharge (2) or a Notice of Intent to Issue a Notice of Discharge (5) from the DNR. The total amount committed for these 7 projects was approximately $350,000.

Eligible planning projects can include municipal storm water planning, storm water and construction site erosion control ordinance development, development of local storm water management financing options (such as stormwater utilities) and information and education efforts.  Planning projects must be conducted in an existing urban area or an area expected to become urban within 20 years.  Under this grant program, the DNR reimburses 70% of the actual planning costs up to a maximum award of $85,000.

For both urban construction and urban planning grants, an “urban project area” must meet one of the following criteria to be eligible for funding:

· Have a residential population density of at least 1,000 people per square mile;

· Have a commercial or industrial land use;

· Be a portion of a privately owned industrial site not covered by a WPDES permit issued under Chapter NR 216, Wis. Adm. Code; or
· Be a municipally-owned industrial site (regardless of NR 216, Wis. Adm. Code, permit requirements).
Both the TRM and UNPS grant programs are operated on a reimbursement basis.  This means grantees must pay all project costs first, and then request reimbursement from the DNR.  Supporting financial documentation must be submitted to the DNR with reimbursement requests.  Reimbursement rates may vary depending upon the project type and special conditions; these details will be specified in the grant agreement that successful applicants receive.

