2011 Update for Runoff Management Program
· Changes to Chapter NR 151, Runoff Management, became effective January 1, 2011. Three agricultural performance standards were added (Tillage Setback, Phosphorus Index, and Process Wastewater) in addition to a Total Maximum Daily Load performance standard that affects all agricultural and urban nonpoint sources. A number of smaller revisions were made to other parts of the rule governing both urban and agricultural nonpoint sources. 
· Changes to Chapter NR 153 (Runoff Management and Notice of Discharge Grant Programs) and Chapter NR 155 (Urban Nonpoint Source Water Pollution Abatement and Storm Water Management Grant Program) became effective January 1, 2011. Future TRM grants will be made in four categories: large scale TMDL, large scale non-TMDL, small scale TMDL and small scale non-TMDL. Small scale projects are similar to traditional TRM grants. Large scale projects are watershed based, involve larger cost share grants and come with some funding for staff support. Projects to protect high quality waters will have a better chance than in the past to compete for grant funds. The rule revisions include provisions for making grants to help farmers comply with Notices of Discharge, which are issued by DNR to small and medium livestock operations under Chapter NR 243, Livestock Operations.
· The DNR Grants Team is completing new grant application forms and instructions to reflect changes to Chapters NR 151, NR 153 and NR 155. Grant caps are the same as last year for small scale TRM projects ($150,000) and Urban Storm Water Projects ($150,000 Construction, $85,000 Planning). Large scale TRM projects may be funded up to approximately $1 million with a cap on staff equal to 10% of the construction amount. The applications will be posted after the Governor releases his proposed biennial budget, provided adequate funding looks probable. Look for applications at the end of February. The application deadline for all projects has been delayed until May 2, 2011. Successful applicants will be able to start projects in January, 2012.
· DNR and DATCP will be updating the Notice of Discharge application web site. Applications will be accepted again starting early spring. DNR and DATCP have reserved a total of $1.6 million for NOD grant awards in CY 2011.
· Local governments were successful in garnering $6.9 million in grant awards from the Runoff Management Program during CY 2010, much of it for projects starting in CY 2011. This includes 41 TRM grants ($4.6 million), 6 NOD grants ($0.5 million) and 16 Urban Construction Grants ($1.8 million).
