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2009 Allocation Plan and 2010 Application
· DATCP has developed a timetable to adopt its portion of the 2009 final allocation by March 31, 2009, the deadline authorized by the waiver signed by Secretary Nilsestuen on December 5, 2008.  However, to meet the March 31st deadline, DATCP must meet certain milestones in the timetable, and is not in control of every factor necessary for timely adoption of the plan.
· The department and DNR have sent guidance out to help counties manage grant programs pending the adoption of the final grant allocation.  Contact Richard Castelnuovo with questions related to the final allocation plan. 
· DATCP will work to minimize the delay in distributing the grant application form and instructions for 2010, but cannot make any guarantees as to when the application will be available. 
2008 Annual Reporting
· DATCP and DNR released their 2007 Land and Water Conservation Annual Progress Report. Highlights include nearly $40 million in cost-share funding delivered at the local level and over 2,700 BMPs installed by landowners. The full report can be downloaded at http://dnr.wi.gov/runoff.
Application for NOI/NOD Grants

· The DNR and DATCP are currently revising the application for receiving funding to resolve a discharge through a Notice of Intent or Notice of Discharge.  This application process will be separate from the 2010 application process.  Grant funding through the program cannot be provided until final approval of the 2009 allocation plan.  

Nutrient Management 

· A demonstration of the “590” nutrient and manure application restriction maps available online will be provided as a part of the WALCE conference.  The maps show restricted areas in the landscape so that planned nutrient application comply with state rules.  

· Guidance on using Snap-Plus to help review nutrient management plans for compliance with the 590 standard will be available during the WALCE Conference.  For those unable to attend this session, the department is available to provide counties with training on the use of this tool. 

· Updates regarding the following DATCP 2009-11 budget initiatives, if available, may be provided at the WALCE conference: 1) a program to train and license liquid manure applicators to reduce the risk of runoff contamination of surface water and groundwater in the state and 2) a research program to examine the effectiveness of nutrient management standards in controlling nutrient and bacterial contamination of groundwater.  Contact Jim VandenBrook; Jim.VandenBrook@wisconsin.gov.  

Working Lands Initiative
· In December 2008 the Wisconsin Towns Association hosted the first 5 workshops in a series of nearly 20 workshops to be held around the state.  Over 450 people attended the workshops designed to provide information about working lands protection issues and strategies in Wisconsin and elsewhere.  The workshops are being held through a partnership between the local sponsors, DATCP and the American Farmland Trust and feature a presentation by Bob Wagner, Senior Director of Farmland Protection Programs, American Farmland Trust.  Other workshop dates and locations will be available on our website at http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/index.jsp.  For more information contact Coreen Fallat, Coreen. Fallat@wisconsin.gov, 608-224-4625. To be added to Working Lands e-mail list, e-mail DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov.
CREP

· The department has sent an amendment to the CREP county contracts to all the CREP counties.  The amendment is needed as a result of uncertainty in 2008 related to adoption of the federal farm bill.  The new amendment will extend the CREP county contracts through the end of the current federal farm bill, which expires September 30, 2012. 

· There were about 1,800 additional acres enrolled in CREP between October 1, 2007 and September 30, 2008 at a state cost of about $500,000.  There is currently about 34,000 acres enrolled in 15-year agreements and about 6,000 acres in CREP perpetual conservation easements.  The total state expenditure is about $11.4 million which leverages almost $78 million in federal CREP payments over the life of the agreements and easements.

Manure Safety Report

· The Manure Gas Safety; Review of Practices and Recommendations for Wisconsin Livestock Farms report is complete.  The report was prepared by an interagency team to address safety concerns associated with dangerous gases generated within manure management systems and contains important information on the dangers of manure gases and the safe design and operation of manure systems.  Recommendations within the report include the revision of technical standards to require safe designs, an information and education campaign to inform producers, and notification to producers that have systems that are known to be dangerous.  NRCS and DATCP staff are proceeding to implement the recommendations immediately and encourage others to read this report, incorporate the recommendations into work, and share it with others.  For more information, contact Ed Odgers at Ed.Odgers@wisconsin.gov. 
Technical Standard Updates

· A team has been assembled to revise the manure storage and manure transfer standards.  For more information, contact Ed Odgers at Ed.Odgers@wisconsin.gov. 
Livestock Facility Siting

· An updated map and list of local livestock siting ordinances is now available.  To view, visit; http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/arm/agriculture/land-water/livestock_siting/pdf/LSOrdinanceMap1-09.pdf. 
· Rock County circuit court overturned the Livestock Facility Siting Review Board's decision in the Larson Acres case, which revolves around a local government’s right to add extra conditions to the permit.  The decision is likely to be appealed on the grounds that the circuit court incorrectly interpreted the new siting law.  

· The Siting Board reversed Racine County's decision to issue a permit to a dairy operation. The reversal was made because at the time of application, the dairy did not have a nutrient management plan covering the manure generated by the maximum number of animals to be kept on the farm.  Local governments should take precautions and deny or request modifications to an application if the applicant cannot fully demonstrate compliance with the state standards at the time of application. Compliance with state law through proper documentation helps to defend local decisions.   
DATCP Staff Update

· Paul Benjamin, a DATCP staff person working with local governments on FPP plans and ordinances, has retired and accepted a new job working with local governments in Nepal.  He previously has worked in Nepal in the Peace Corps and other jobs.  His last day in the office was January 9, 2009.  For now, questions about FPP plans and ordinances may be sent to Keith Foye at 608-224-4603.[image: image1.png]
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