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A condensed report of SOC’s 2008 accomplishments follows.  For a full Accomplishment Report, Work Plan, and current Technical Standards Process Handbook, please visit www.socwisconsin.org . 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Standards Created & Revised by SOC Work Teams active during 2008 listed by custodial agency:
NRCS Standards, Specifications, and Companion Documents

· Previously completed standards for Milking Center Wastewater Treatment and Feed Storage Leachate and Runoff Control were merged into the existing NRCS 629 Waste Treatment technical standard.
· A SOC work team completed its major revision of the NRCS 382 Fence technical standard. The revised standard includes updated general criteria to bring the standard up-to-date with current fence technology, and detailed specifications that apply to different fence types.  The process was expedited by NRCS in that the work team did not formally meet to address comments from the Initial Review and a Broad Review was not conducted. The expedited process allowed NRCS time to get the Standard published in order to be eligible for 2009 EQIP funding.
· SOC neared completion of a new companion document on Milking Center Wastewater Treatment, and a SOC work team member prepared an initial draft of a new companion document for designing Feed Storage Leachate and Runoff Control systems.
· Initiated the process of forming a SOC work team to revise the NRCS 313 Waste Storage Facility and 634 Manure Transfer technical standards.

Joint DNR-Comm Standard
· Completed a new, joint DNR/Dept. of Commerce technical standard for evaluating Proprietary Stormwater Sedimentation Control Devices used by municipalities as part of stormwater management programs. This is the first jointly administered technical standard created using the SOC process.
Comm Standard

· A SOC work team continued its progress to create a new technical standard on Infiltration Trenches used in stormwater management. A draft of the standard was readied for Initial Review in January 2009 by a select group of stormwater management experts.

2008-2009 Work Plan – Based on a state-wide assessment of technical standard needs and input from the agencies represented on the Standards Oversight Council, a new two-year Work Plan was developed detailing SOC’s work priorities.

Changes to Policy – In 2008, SOC updated its internal policy manual, which governs many of the Council’s activities.  Updates included defining and clarifying procedures and standards to address previous budgeting concerns.  Also, SOC began to explore and define alternatives to the full-blown SOC work team process for making relatively minor revisions to existing technical standards.
Updating SOC’s Website – Working with web specialists at the UW-Extension’s Environmental Resources Center, SOC began a project to substantially update the SOC website. An initial mockup of a new home page for SOC proposes several improvements to the site, including: a more inviting home page that is clearer, more professional looking, and that provides more information; and a more efficient design for the site’s navigation system, including the use of more effective main headings on the home page.
Participation – Many federal, state and local agencies in Wisconsin rely upon the same technical standards to implement numerous conservation programs. This diverse user group must deal with different mandates, goals, policies, deadlines and political pressures. To help these users, SOC—with the assistance of many dedicated conservation professionals—is charged with aiding the various custodian agencies in keeping these standards up-to-date and consistent.
As some of the primary users of these technical standards, county staff members are an important part of the standard review and development process. If you have the opportunity to participate on a work team to revise an existing or develop a new technical standard, you are encouraged to do so. 
The members of the Council wish to express their gratitude to all those who participated on SOC projects throughout the past year. Without the voluntary assistance of dedicated conservation professionals, it would be much more difficult for SOC to accomplish its goals. Lastly, keeping the standards up-to-date is an ongoing process. If you have concerns about the technical merits of a particular standard, please express your thoughts and ideas to SOC members or the SOC Coordinator.  
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