WALCE Technical Committee (TC)
The Technical Committee is charged with addressing issues relating to Land Conservation technical activities, including but not limited to the guiding principles. The committee will assume responsibility for our representation on existing committees (SOC, STC, etc.) and future technical-related committees. Its chair would speak for the association on technical issues.

Contacts:  As a Technical Committee, we feel our role is to establish a clear and open avenue of communication between the general membership and the WALCE Board. Each area has representation on the Technical Committee and should utilize this resource when dealing with technical questions & or issues that affect your work. Thanks to Doug Denk & Corey Schuelke for their years of service/commitment in establishing the WALCE TC.  We encourage attendance by all interested personnel. The next scheduled meeting is March 11th at the Marathon County Conservation, Planning, and Zoning Department in Wausau. The following is a contact list for the TC: New area reps
Central:

· Brian Geopfert – Juneau Co. – brian.goepfert@wi.nacdnet.org or (608) 847-7221 ext.111

· Derek Kavanaugh – Green Lake Co. – dkavanaugh@co.green-lake.wi.us or (920) 294-4051

East:

· Paul Sebo – Washington Co. – paul.sebo@co.washington.wi.us or (262) 335-4800

· Paul Fredrich – Kewaunee Co. – fredricp@kewauneeco.org or (920) 845-1360 ext.110

North:

· Paul Cook – Burnett Co. – paul.cook@dss.co.burnett.wi.us or (715) 349-2186

· Paul Klose – Marinette Co. – pklose@marinettecounty.com or (715) 732-7782

West:

· Matt Hanewall – La Crosse Co. – hanewall.matt@co.la-crosse.wi.us  or (608) 785-9867

· Chair: Bob Micheel – Monroe Co. - bmicheel@co.monroe.wi.us or (608) 269-8975

WALCE Board Liaison:

· Dan O’Connell – Portage Co. – oconned@co.portage.wi.us or (715) 346-1324
 2008 Technical Committee accomplishments and committee updates:
· The annual fall Technical Tour was held in the Northern Area this past October. Participants toured various lakes looking at habitat improvement projects (tree drops); zoning issues, lake buffering and storm water projects in Bayfield County.
· Continued progression of the WALCE website technical Links.
· Development of a tracking form for non-WALCE committees to keep tabs on committee actions and personnel. 
· Planning for the 2009 WALCE Fall Tour is scheduled for the Western Area
· Assist with the planning and development of the 2009 WALCE conference in Green Bay.
· Working to keep TC positions filled along with non-WALCE committees.
Department of Commerce Erosion and Sediment Control, Post-Construction Storm water Advisory Council - (Mary Jo Webster)
The Council has met three times to date.  This is strictly an advisory council and the decisions are reviewed by other "umbrella" councils - that would be the building code councils.  
Initially the goal was to have the council's work done by the fall of 2008, the rule to the state legislature in early 2009, and rules possibly in effect in 2010.  
As EPA is looking at changing its general construction permit, which would mainly impact developments of greater than 10 acres, Commerce has decided to delay development of their rules and the Council is on hold - with our next scheduled meeting being May 5, 2009.  Commerce is looking at ways to get the erosion control rules for ALL building sites under one chapter.  
Implementation of the rules is one area that is critical.  They are looking at revising the Soil Erosion Inspector certification to require an exam and continuing education.  Existing inspectors would be grandfathered in as long as their certification is kept up to date.  
The website containing meeting summaries is: http://commerce.wi.gov/SB/SB- CodeCouncilsErosionSumm.html  
Wildlife Committee: (Tim Seidl) The main focus of the Wildlife Subcommittee was Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP). Discussion focused on potential WHIP priorities for Wisconsin, how to incorporate the 2008 Farm Bill pollinator provisions, and nationally recognized declining species.

At this time the subcommittee has been waiting for the final rules to come out in order to determine WHIP priorities and practices.
State Technical Committee: (Bob Micheel) – A variety of issues, topics and changes were brought to the committee in 2008  Re-organization of key state office personnel running various programs that counties rely on top NRCS actions in 2008.  The 75th anniversary of the Coon Creek Watershed on earth day brought many dignitaries and reverence to WI efforts in conservation over the past 75 years. New farm bill rules and policies are close to being released. EQIP & WHIP funding increased in 2008, which helped counties fund numerous contracts and cleared the back log of state manure storage applicants. Equitable relief for flooding in 2007 and 2008 through EWP, ECP, & EQIP funding was implemented. A renewed interest in woodland management emphasized in the new farm bill and special interest have created a new state NRCS forestry position when funds allow.  The first audit occupied most activities for the month of December. The new conservation bill emphasis more advisory involvement of the STC and diversification of its membership. 
To view the upcoming STC meeting agenda’s, past minutes, and the 2008 farm bill accomplishments log onto the NRCS web page:    www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov. At the home page look under the Quick Access column on the left, then select State Technical Committee. This will give you an opportunity to view more detailed info on topics that might affect your area or interest

Transect Survey Committee: (Paul Sebo) – In April the Transect Committee offered three training classes across the state, we had 58 county employees in attendance representing 38 different counties.  The first real test of the software was this summer when 40 counties conducted a Transect Survey using the new software.  Some bugs were reported and addresses with an updated release of July 30th.  Additional features were sought with a grant addition of $15,000 in 2009.  These features include: importing tool for GIS coordinates and soil data, improved error reporting during calculations and report generation, adding additional report options for tracking, and more…  Another release is expected before the WALCE Conference and a breakout session is planned to bring users up-to-date on the latest version.
 
Design Tools – (David Nashold) 
Design Tools members continued to update standard drawings.  A template drawing is being developed for AutoCAD Civil 3D software - this is anticipated to be on the NRCS web site soon. The roof runoff spreadsheet has been completed. A spreadsheet has been developed for design of leachate collection systems and associated pumps.  The 580 Streambank and Shoreline Protection standard team made some changes to existing spreadsheets to show cross sections of rock in the stream cross section.  
Manure Management Safety Review Team: (Corey Schuelke) –The team met from August 2007 to July 2008 to assess the safety aspects of manure management practices and to provide recommendations to reduce the risk of accidents from manure management system gases. The safety review Team focused on the expanding use of drive-in, covered storage tanks and transfer channels intended to be entered with machinery for removing sand bedding. These practices, along with others were identified as having the potential for deadly gases to form. As a result the group developed recommendations, which relied on contributions from individuals along with reviewing research and industry findings. 

The team recommends that drive-in, covered storage tanks and transfer channels cannot be operated in accordance with published safety standard ASAE EP470 and, therefore, present a potential safety hazard. It is estimated that more than 75 of these systems are currently in use in Wisconsin. The team recommends these systems be abandoned or retrofitted to safer alternatives. Furthermore, the team recommends that federal, state, and local cost-sharing program funds be made available to retrofit unsafe systems. An effort should be made to contact operators with these systems to provide them with the findings of this report along with information on the availability of any financial and technical assistance to retrofit their systems to safer alternatives.

The team recommends that the NRCS Waste Storage Facility Standard (313) and Manure Transfer Standard (634) be revised immediately to require that all waste storage facilities, reception tanks, pump chambers, and manholes be configured such that The American Society of Agricultural and Biological Engineers Standard ASAE EP470, Manure

Storage Safety (ASAE EP470), criteria (attached) can be followed. Specifically, this emergency revision should prohibit drive-in, covered storage tanks and transfer channels that cannot reasonably be expected to be operated in accordance with ASAE EP470 procedures.

The team concluded that there is insufficient knowledge of the hazards associated with gases generated by manure management systems. There also appears to be a general disregard for safety practices that must be addressed to achieve the goals of this team. An information and education effort is needed that targets farm owners/operators, farm workers, manure applicators, manure system designers (private and public sector), equipment vendors, builders, and service providers.

The final report in its entirety can be viewed using the UWEX, DATCP, or WALCE websites
Respectfully Submitted by: Bob Micheel - Technical Committee Chair – 1/2009
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